May 1953 Journal 

Condemns False School Economy
L.U. 230, Victoria, B.C. – The little red school house certainly left its mark on our generation, either as a painful experience that we want to forget, or else as the place where we first startled the world with out mental or physical prowess. In any case, most of us felt that our education was finished on the day we left school.


Now that money is harder to come by than few years ago, (harder for us, that is), politicians of all grades are being elected to office by promising to “save the taxpayers’ money,” and one of the fields in which the greatest economics are promised is that of education. “Cut out the frills” says Senator Foghorn as he warms up to his early campaign speeches, “Efficiency with economy must be our watchword.” It works, too! They always get elected, since the thought of getting something a little cheaper has widespread appeal, and even if we haven’t any personal savings, it makes us feel sort of cost to identify ourselves with those who have a well-filled sock. 


Later on, the school staff find it impossible to negotiate that annual wage increase, and contracts for new schools are not let because “labor costs are too high.” Curiously enough, neither the teachers nor the building trades unions (including our own), ever seem to get wise. Instead of organizing to get rid of these false economists, we always decide to give them another chance, or else elect their twin brothers masquerading under another name. Which brings us back to the subject of education, the process that should have given us a proper sense of values, with the ability to recognize truth, instead of turning us into calculating machines. We calculate and measure everything in dollars and cents, even the use of our time, since we sell our services at so much per hour, while our relationships with one another are mainly determined by the dollar value of our possessions. By adopting this dollar outlook we become an easy prey for the politicians who yearn to save the money that we haven’t got, and so help to perpetuate a condition that we know to be wrong, morally and practically. The job of the school should be to develop young people equipped and eager to cooperate with the youth of other countries in the job of making this world a better place to live in, for all people. Our generation, believing old ago to be a virtue, rather than a physical condition, has always left the administration of affairs to our elders, with sometimes tragic results. Our children should be taught to solve their own problems, and we parents must insure that they are allowed sufficient time to do so. 


Practically, to train and employ an adequate teaching staff at decent wage rates will not only help safeguard the moral aspect of the problem, it will create employment for both school staff and construction workers, since our present school accommodation is quite inadequate both as regards classroom space and the number of teachers. Our union has a job to do here that is worth doing, standing in the front line with those who believe that education is the way to emancipation.


The recent furor in British Columbia over education costs prompted the foregoing remarks, most of which were made at panel discussions held in Victoria, the writer hopes that somebody will find them of interest.
F.J. Bevis, P.S.
